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BEFORE THE 
NORTH CAROLINA MEDICAL BOARD 

 
In re: 
 
Theodore James Bunt, M.D., 
 
 Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 

CONSENT ORDER 

 
 

This matter is before the North Carolina Medical Board 

(“Board”) regarding information provided to the Board concerning 

Theodore James Bunt, M.D. (“Dr. Bunt”).  Dr. Bunt makes the 

following admissions and the Board makes the following findings 

and conclusions: 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY 

The Board is a body duly organized under the laws of North 

Carolina and is the proper party to bring this proceeding under 

the authority granted to it in Article 1 of Chapter 90 of the North 

Carolina General Statutes and the rules and regulations 

promulgated thereto. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

Dr. Bunt was first issued a license to practice medicine by 

the Board on or about May 7, 2013, license number 2013-00816. 

At all times relevant hereto, Dr. Bunt practiced Vascular 

Surgery in Columbia, South Carolina.  

On March 31, 2012, Patient A, a 76-year-old male, presented 

to the Wm. Jennings Bryan Dorn Veteran’s Administration Medical 

Center’s emergency room with complaints of back, flank, and hip 
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pain.  Patient A had a history of medical problems, including heart 

disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (“COPD”).  

Patient A also had a prior history of endovascular repair of a 

large abdominal aortic aneurysm (“AAA”) in 2010 at an outside 

hospital.   

Patient A’s initial work up and evaluation in the emergency 

room included a CT scan with contrast early on the morning of April 

1, 2012.  This revealed an 8.3 cm AAA with large Type I endoleak.  

In addition, there was retro peritoneal stranding consistent with 

an aneurysm rupture.  These findings were communicated to the 

emergency room physician at 7:45 a.m. on April 1, 2012.   

Patient A was evaluated by Dr. Bunt, the Vascular Surgery 

Attending, at approximately 8:00 a.m. on April 1, 2012.  Based on 

Dr. Bunt’s interpretation of the CT films and Patient A's clinical 

presentation, Dr. Bunt recommended admission for observation with 

a follow up consultation to orthopedics and interventional 

radiology.   

Patient A was admitted to the medical ward for the next three 

(3) days during which he continued to have severe ongoing pain 

that was managed with pain medications.   

On April 4, 2012, Patient A had a precipitous decline in his 

clinical status with severe hemodynamic compromise.  A repeat CT 

scan demonstrated a ruptured AAA with aortacaval fistula.  Patient 

A was taken to the operating room where Dr. Bunt performed an open 
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repair of the aortacaval fistula and ruptured AAA.  However, 

Patient A suffered extensive operative blood loss, perioperative 

myocardial infarction, and neurological injury.  

Patient A survived the procedure, but remained critically 

ill.  Over the next several days Patient A improved somewhat, but 

it was ultimately felt Patient A had suffered a significant brain 

injury with little chance for meaningful recovery.  On April 9, 

2012, aggressive support measures were withdrawn and Patient A 

died. 

In January 2017, the Board received information regarding a 

medical malpractice lawsuit settlement payment related to the care 

provided by Dr. Bunt to Patient A. 

The Board thereafter sent Patient A’s medical records to an 

independent medical expert qualified to render an opinion as to 

the standard of care for Dr. Bunt’s treatment of Patient A.  This 

medical expert opined that Dr. Bunt’s diagnosis, treatment, 

records, and overall management of Patient A were below standard 

of care.  Specifically, the reviewing expert opined that Dr. Bunt 

failed to adequately diagnose and aggressively treat Patient A’s 

symptomatic, ruptured AAA despite evidence of Patient A’s life-

threatening condition. 
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Dr. Bunt’s medical treatment and care of Patient A, as 

described above, constitutes unprofessional conduct including, but 

not limited to, departure from, or the failure to conform to, the 

standards of acceptable and prevailing medical practice within the 

meaning of N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-14(a)(6) which is grounds under 

that section of the North Carolina General Statutes for the Board 

to annul, suspend, revoke, condition, or limit Dr. Bunt’s license 

to practice medicine issued by the Board. 

PROCEDURAL STIPULATIONS 

 Dr. Bunt acknowledges and agrees that the Board has 

jurisdiction over him and over the subject matter of this case. 

 Dr. Bunt knowingly waives his right to any hearing and to any 

judicial review or appeal in this case. 

 Dr. Bunt acknowledges that he has read and understands this 

Consent Order and enters into it voluntarily.  

 Dr. Bunt desires to resolve this matter without the need for 

more formal proceedings. 

 The Board has determined that it is in the public interest to 

resolve this case as set forth below. 

ORDER 

 NOW, THEREFORE, with Dr. Bunt’s consent, it is ORDERED that: 

1. Dr. Bunt is hereby REPRIMANDED for the above-described 

conduct. 
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2. Dr. Bunt shall obey all laws.  Likewise, he shall obey

all rules and regulations involving the practice of medicine. 

3. Dr. Bunt shall notify the Board in writing of any change

in his residence or practice addresses within ten (10) days of the 

change.  

4. Dr. Bunt shall meet with the Board or members of the

Board for an investigative interview at such times as requested by 

the Board. 

5. If Dr. Bunt fails to comply with any of the terms of

this Consent Order, that failure shall constitute unprofessional 

conduct within the meaning of N.C. Gen. Stat. § 90-14(a)(6) and 

shall be grounds, after any required notice and hearing, for the 

Board to annul, suspend, or revoke his medical license and to deny 

any application he might make in the future or then have pending 

for a license. 

6. This Consent Order shall take effect immediately upon

its execution by both Dr. Bunt and the Board, and it shall continue 

in effect until specifically ordered otherwise by the Board. 

7. Dr. Bunt hereby waives any requirement under any law or

rule that this Consent Order be served on him. 

8. Upon execution by Dr. Bunt and the Board, this Consent

Order shall become a public record within the meaning of Chapter 

132 of the North Carolina General Statutes and shall be subject to 

public inspection and dissemination pursuant to the provisions 
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thereof.  Additionally, it will be reported to persons, entities, 

agencies, and clearinghouses as required and permitted by law 

including, but not limited to, the Federation of State Medical 

Boards and the National Practitioner Data Bank. 

 By Order of the North Carolina Medical Board this the 25th 

day of July, 2017. 

NORTH CAROLINA MEDICAL BOARD 

By: ____________________________ 
Eleanor E. Greene, M.D. 
President 




	Theodore James Bunt, M.D.
	Witness my hand and official seal



