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March 14, 2016 
 
 
Via Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested 
 
Peter John Spohn, M.D. 
1809 Brandon Drive 
Florence, SC  29505 
 
Dear Dr. Spohn: 
 
The North Carolina Medical Board (“Board”) has reviewed information regarding your patient 
care that led to the professional liability payment made on your behalf in January 2015.  As a 
result, it is the Board’s decision not to commence formal proceedings against your North 
Carolina medical license at this time.  However, the Board did vote to issue you this public letter 
of concern and issue you a $1,000.00 administrative fine.  The Board notes that you have already 
paid the administrative fine. 
 
On October 20, 2012, in West Virginia, you operated on Patient A, an 87 year old female who 
had recently fractured her right hip.  You used a trochanteric nail to repair the fracture.  You 
requested that an assistant provide you with a right sided trochanteric nail and you were provided 
with and inserted a left sided trochanteric nail.  This resulted in post-operative pain and 
complications requiring a subsequent surgery nine days later on October 29, 2012, to repair and 
replace the wrong sided trochanteric nail that was inserted by you.    
 
The Board had this matter reviewed by a medical expert who felt that your care of Patient A 
failed to conform to acceptable and prevailing standards of medical practice.  Specifically, the 
Board’s expert felt that, if you had done the following, this situation may have been avoided: 
 

1.  You should have employed a “time-out” procedure and looked at the trochanteric 
nail box to make sure it was the correct side. 

2. You should have looked at the trochanteric nail before it was inserted to make 
sure that it was bowed in the proper direction. 

3. You should have taken x-rays in the operating room at the end of the operation to 
verify that the correct trochanteric nail was inserted properly. 

 
The Board urges you to make sure that the conduct giving rise to the Board’s concern does not 
happen again.  Otherwise, the Board may vote to commence formal disciplinary proceedings 
against your license to practice medicine.  If that happens, this letter may be entered into 
evidence in determining the appropriate discipline. 
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This letter is a public record within the meaning of Chapter 132 of the North Carolina General 
Statutes and is subject to public inspection and dissemination as required by that law.  It will be 
reported to the Federation of State Medical Boards; however, it will not be reported to the 
National Practitioner Data Bank. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Pascal O. Udekwu, M.D. 
Board President 
 
POU/PFB/bjs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


