
 

 

North Carolina Medical Board 
Pascal O. Udekwu, MD: President | Eleanor E. Greene, MD: President-Elect | Timothy E. Lietz, MD: Secretary/Treasurer 

1203 Front Street, Raleigh, NC 27609 | P.O. BOX 20007, Raleigh, NC 27619  
Tel: (919) 326-1100 | Fax: (919) 326-1131 | Email: info@ncmedboard.org | www.ncmedboard.org 

 
 
 
June 20, 2016 
 
 
 
James Anthony Classen, MD 
Village Surgical Associates 
1841 Quiet Cove 
Fayetteville, NC  28304-3857 
 
Dear Dr. Classen: 
 
The North Carolina Medical Board (“Board”) has concluded its investigation regarding the professional 
liability payment paid on your behalf on September 8, 2015.  It is the Board’s decision not to commence 
formal proceedings against your license to practice medicine at this time.  However, the Board did vote to 
issue you this public letter of concern.  The Board does not consider a public letter of concern to be a 
disciplinary action or a limitation or restriction on your license. 
 
On May 5, 2009, Patient A presented to your office following a referral from his endocrinologist for 
surgical removal of a right side adrenal mass. Following the examination, you mistakenly dictated that the 
mass was located in the left adrenal gland.  On June 1, 2009, Patient A underwent surgery and the left, 
rather than the right, adrenal gland was removed.    
 
The Board is concerned you removed the wrong adrenal gland.  The Board urges you to take steps to 
ensure the conduct rising to the Board’s concerns does not happen again.  Otherwise, the Board may vote 
to commence formal disciplinary proceedings against your license to practice medicine.  If that happens, 
this letter may be entered into evidence in determining the appropriate discipline. 
  
This letter is a public record within the meaning of Chapter 132 of the North Carolina General Statutes 
and is subject to public inspection and dissemination as required by that law.  It will be reported to the 
Federation of State Medical Boards; however, it will not be reported to the National Practitioner Data 
Bank. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Pascal O. Udekwu, M.D. 
President 
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